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Bob Palrud of Spokane, Wash. speaks with a fellow electric vehicle owner who is charging up at 
a station along Interstate 90, on Wednesday Sept. 14, 2022, in Billings, Mont.

Associated Press

Money approved for states to build 
car-charging network
Associated Press
PORTLAND, Ore. (AP) — 
The Biden administration 
said Wednesday it has ap-
proved ambitious plans by 
34 states and Puerto Rico 
to create a national elec-
tric vehicle charging net-
work as the U.S. begins in 
earnest its transition away 
from gas-powered trans-
portation.

The plans' approval means 
$900 million can begin to 
flow to the states, which 
are tasked with using mon-
ey from President Joe Bi-
den's huge infrastructure 
law to form the network of 
chargers across the nation. 
Building out a reliable and 
convenient network is criti-
cal to spur more adoption 
of the technology, which 

is itself key to reducing 
greenhouse emissions that 
cause global warming.
The announcement came 
on the same day that Biden 
toured the North American 
International Auto Show in 
Detroit to tout the new law 
that includes tax incentives 
to purchase electric vehi-
cles.

Continued on next page

What is behind the 
extreme heat these days 
on Aruba? 

2022 average RevPAR is 
lower than in 2019

Page 11

Page 10

Monday Night Sushi Night!
#ALLYOUCANEAT!

Page 9



UP FRONTThursday 15 sepTember 2022
A2

Continued from Front
In practical terms, it means 
residents in some of those 
states could see charging 
stations start popping up 
along major travel corri-
dors as early as next spring. 
Biden has a goal of ulti-
mately installing 500,000 
chargers across America 
and building a network 
of fast-charging stations 
across 53,000 miles of free-
ways from coast to coast.
"Unlocking this type of fund-
ing is an enormous step in 
getting the charging net-
work out, which is some-
thing we absolutely need if 
we're going to get full-scale 
deployment and adoption" 
of electric vehicles, said 
Nico Larco, director of Ur-
banism Next Center at the 
University of Oregon. "We 
don't have the capacity 
now to power anywhere 
near the fleet that we 
need."
Federal officials said they 
will continue to review the 
plans not approved in this 
round with the goal of ap-
proving all the states' EV 
roadmaps by Sept. 30.
Biden's infrastructure law 
provides $5 billion over five 
years for the electric vehi-
cle charging network.
The funding announced 
Wednesday is specifically 
for installing the most pow-
erful chargers along "al-
ternative fuel corridors" — 
major freeways that con-
nect states — with the goal 
of eliminating the "range 
anxiety" that keeps many 
people from purchasing 
electric vehicles or using 
them on long road trips. 
Under proposed guidelines, 
states would be required to 
install at least one four-port 

fast-charging station every 
50 miles on these corridors 
and ensure they are within 
one mile of an off-ramp.
Some states received ex-
emptions in rural areas for 
the 50-mile requirement, 
according to the approval 
letters. An additional $2.5 
billion in discretionary grants 
is also available to fund 
electric vehicle charging 
infrastructure in economi-
cally disadvantaged com-
munities, rural areas and 
urban cores. And Biden's 
recently passed Inflation 
Reduction Act includes $3 
billion to spur electric vehi-
cle adoption and charging 
accessibility in disadvan-
taged communities.
Some rural states have 
raised serious concerns 
about the proposed fed-
eral requirements that ac-
company the money, in-

cluding the every 50-mile 
requirement.
State transportation of-
ficials in Wyoming joined 
with their counterparts in 
Idaho, Montana, North Da-
kota and South Dakota last 
month to urge the Biden 
administration to ease the 
qualification requirements.
The proposal to install a 
minimum of a four-port 
charging station, for ex-
ample, would needlessly 
drive up costs in areas with 
few people and so far little 
demand for chargers, ac-
cording to Wyoming De-
partment of Transportation 
Director K. Luke Reiner.
EVs account for 0.1% of ve-
hicle registrations in Wyo-
ming and it would be "irre-
sponsible and illogical" for 
rural sates to spend now 
on a four port requirement, 
Reiner wrote in an August 

letter to the U.S. Transporta-
tion Department.
"It would take more than 
two decades before a sig-
nificant enough increase 
in statewide EV adoption 
would result in long queues 
of EVs waiting for charging 
at four-port stations," he 
wrote.
Wyoming's plan is still pend-
ing, while Montana's plan 
was among the 35 ap-
proved.
The Federal Highway Ad-
ministration will review 
those concerns and deter-
mine the final guidelines 
now that the public com-
ment period has closed. 
Federal officials are also 
considering a waiver of the 
"Buy America" provision of 
the infrastructure deal.
Officials in Nevada, for ex-
ample, have expressed 
concern that they would 

not be able to acquire 
charging stations that meet 
the American-made provi-
sions and thus would be 
unable to start building out 
their piece of the network.
Experts who have followed 
the evolution of electric ve-
hicle adoption in the U.S. 
say having charging sta-
tions everywhere is impor-
tant. "It's like the U.S. Postal 
Service. You need to be 
able to send mail every-
where, including places 
that are rural," said Jeremy 
Michalek, a professor at 
Carnegie Mellon University 
and director of the univer-
sity's Vehicle Electrification 
Group.
"Even if that charger that's 
in that rural area isn't used 
as much every day, we 
still need the infrastructure 
to supply them.. We have 
gas stations that are used 
less in rural areas than they 
would be in a big city, but 
we need them for the de-
mand."
Electric vehicle owners 
hailed the news and said 
they currently must take ex-
tra steps and precautions if 
they want to take their EVs 
on a long trip.
Bob Palrud of Spokane, 
Washington, says the small 
number of chargers in 
some rural areas of the 
West means he must care-
fully plot his travel routes to 
avoid running out of pow-
er. Palrud journeys three 
times yearly with his wife, 
Judy, to their cabin in Sheri-
dan, Wyoming, and twice 
they've gotten so low on 
electricity coming through 
southeastern Montana that 
his vehicle automatically 
shut down some functions 
to conserve power.q

COLUMBUS, Ohio (AP) — A 
judge temporarily blocked 
Ohio's ban on virtually all 
abortions Wednesday, 
again pausing a law that 
took effect after federal 
abortion protections were 
overturned by the U.S. Su-
preme Court in June.
The decision means abor-
tions through 20 weeks' 
gestation can continue for 
now, in keeping with state 
law in place before the 
ban.
Hamilton County Judge 
Christian Jenkins' decision 
to grant a 14-day restrain-

ing order against the law 
came as part of a lawsuit 
brought by the ACLU of 
Ohio on behalf of abor-
tion providers in the state. 
The clinics argue the law 
violates protections in the 
state Constitution guar-
anteeing individual liberty 
and equal protection. The 
suit also says the law is un-
constitutionally vague.
The law was signed by Re-
publican Gov. Mike DeW-
ine in April 2019, and pro-
hibits most abortions after 
the first detectable "fetal 
heartbeat." Cardiac ac-

tivity can be detected as 
early as six weeks into preg-
nancy, before many peo-
ple know they're pregnant. 
The law had been blocked 
through a legal challenge, 
then went into effect after 
the landmark 1973 Roe v. 
Wade decision was over-
turned.
DeWine's opponent in the 
November election, Dem-
ocrat and abortion rights 
proponent Nan Whaley, 
called Wednesday's ruling 
"a victory, albeit a tempo-
rary one, for Ohio women." 
She said, "Ohio women 

won't be safe until we have 
a pro-choice governor 
who doesn't seek to impose 
extreme views like govern-
ment mandates against 
private health care deci-
sions."
Abortion providers and their 
defenders have said the 
law has already created a 
host of hardships, including 
forcing a 10-year-old Ohio 
rape victim to travel to Indi-
ana for an abortion.
The judge's decision is a 
blow for abortion oppo-
nents, who have been cel-
ebrating implementation 

of the long-delayed restric-
tions since Roe was over-
turned.
Right to Life of Greater Cin-
cinnati had anticipated 
the judge was leaning to-
ward a pause after a hear-
ing held last week, when 
he asked questions about 
the 10-year-old's case and 
suggested, "We should just 
be very honest about what 
we're talking about here."
"Let's just be very honest," 
the anti-abortion group 
wrote in a statement, "it is 
always, always best when 
LIFE is chosen. Always."q

Judge temporarily blocks Ohio law banning most abortions

Jeannette Englehart of Billings, Mont. (left) stands outside her car speaking with fellow electric ve-
hicle owner Bob Palrud of Spokane, Wash. at a charging station near Interstate 90, on Wednesday 
Sept. 14, 2022, in Billings, Mont. 

Associated Press
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A customer makes a sports bet at the Ocean Casino Resort in 
Atlantic City, N.J. on Sept. 6, 2022. In the fifth year of legal sports 
betting in most U.S. states, the action is speeding up due to mi-
crobetting, the ability to place a bet on an outcome as narrowly 
targeted as the result of the next pitch in baseball or the next 
play in football. 

Associated Press

By WAYNE PARRY 
Associated Press
ATLANTIC CITY, N.J. (AP) 
— Nearly one in five U.S. 
adults bet money on sports 
over the past year, accord-
ing to a survey released 
Wednesday.
The report from the Pew 
Research Center shows 
that 19% of adults surveyed 
said they had wagered on 
sports.
The most common way 
they did so was by placing 
bets with friends or family, 
such as a private betting 
pool, fantasy league or a 
casual bet; 15% of respon-
dents said they bet in this 
manner.
Only 8% said they had 
made sports bets in per-
son at a casino, racetrack 
or kiosk, and 6% reported 
having done so online. The 
survey did not ask if the on-

line sites were regulated by 
a government agency, or 
were unregulated offshore 
sites.
The survey's results indicate 
that the nascent U.S. le-
gal sports betting industry, 
while growing rapidly, has 
plenty of room for expan-
sion; more than 80% of all 
legal sports bets in the U.S. 
are made online.
As of last Thursday's kickoff 
to the NFL season, 31 states 
plus Washington D.C. of-
fered legal sports betting, 
and several others will do 
so soon.
A record 46.6 million Ameri-
cans say they plan to bet 
on the current NFL season, 
up 3% from last year, ac-
cording to the American 
Gaming Association, the 
gambling industry's nation-
al trade group.
The center surveyed 6,034 

adults from July 5-17. Its 
margin of error is plus or mi-
nus 2 percentage points.
More male respondents 
than female — 24% versus 
15% — said they had bet 
on sports in some form in 
the past year. And of re-
spondents under 50 years 
of age, 22% had bet on 
sports compared to 17% 
over 50.
The Pew Center said 27% 
of Black respondents and 
24% of the Hispanic re-
spondents reported hav-
ing bet on sports, while 18% 
of white adults and 10% of 
Asian-Americans said they 
had.
It found no significant dif-
ferences in sports betting 
by educational attainment 
or household income level: 
18% of college graduates 
said they bet on sports in 
the past year, and 20% of 

those without a college de-
gree said they had done 
so.
Meanwhile, 22% of adults 
in the upper-income wage 

bracket, 19% of middle-in-
come and 19% of lower-in-
come households reported 
making sports bets in the 
past year.q

Study: 1-in-5 U.S. adults bet money on sports in past year

3 Iranian citizens charged in broad hacking campaign in U.S.

An American flag flies outside the Department of Justice in Washington, March 22, 2019. 
Associated Press

By ERIC TUCKER 
WASHINGTON (AP) — The 
Justice Department said 
Wednesday that three Ira-
nian citizens have been 
charged in the United 
States with ransomware at-
tacks that targeted power 
companies, local govern-
ments and small businesses 
and nonprofits, including a 
domestic violence shelter.
The charges accuse the 
hacking suspects of tar-
geting hundreds of enti-
ties in the U.S. and around 
the world, encrypting and 
stealing data from victim 
networks, and threaten-
ing to release it publicly or 
leave it encrypted unless 
exorbitant ransom pay-
ments were made. In some 
cases, the victims made 
those payments, the de-
partment said.
The Biden administration 
has tried to go after hack-
ers who have held U.S. tar-
gets essentially hostage, of-
ten sanctioned or sheltered 
by adversaries. The threat 
gained particular promi-
nence in May 2021 when a 
Russia-based hacker group 
was accused of conduct-
ing a ransomware attack 
on Georgia-based Colonial 
Pipeline, which disrupted 
gas supplies along the East 
Coast.

Iran-based hackers have 
also been a focus over the 
last year, with the FBI last 
year thwarting a planned 
cyberattack on a children's 
hospital in Boston that was 
to have been carried out 
by hackers sponsored by 
the Iranian government.
"The cyber threat facing 
our nation is growing more 
dangerous and complex 
every day," FBI Director 
Christopher Wray said in a 

statement accompanying 
the indictment unsealed 
Wednesday. "Today's an-
nouncement makes clear 
the threat is both local and 
global. It's one we can't ig-
nore and it's one we can't 
fight on our own, either."
The hackers named in 
Wednesday's indictment 
are not believed to have 
been working on behalf 
of the Iranian government 
but instead for their own 

financial gain, and some 
of the victims were even in 
Iran, according to a senior 
Justice Department official 
who briefed reporters on 
the case on the condition 
of anonymity under ground 
rules set by the depart-
ment.
But the official said the ac-
tivity, even if not directed 
by the Iranian government, 
exists because the regime 
permits hackers to largely 

operate with impunity.
In a related action Wednes-
day, the Treasury Depart-
ment's Office of Foreign As-
sets Control sanctioned 10 
individuals and two entities 
affiliated with Iran's Islamic 
Revolutionary Guard Corps 
who it says have been in-
volved in malicious cyber 
activities, including ransom-
ware. The Treasury Depart-
ment identified the three 
defendants in the Justice 
Department case as em-
ployees of a technology 
firm it says is affiliated with 
the Revolutionary Guard.
John Hultquist, vice presi-
dent for threat intelligence 
at the cybersecurity firm 
Mandiant, said his team 
has been tracking the Ira-
nian actors for some time 
and assessed they are con-
tractors for the Revolution-
ary Guard who have been 
moonlighting as criminal 
hackers.
The actions come amid an 
apparent stalemate in talks 
between the U.S. and Iran 
over the possible revival of 
a 2015 nuclear deal. Israel 
and some U.S. lawmakers 
of both parties are push-
ing the Biden administra-
tion to get tougher on Iran, 
calling the negotiations on 
Iran's nuclear program a 
failure.q
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Police and emergency personnel respond the scene of an ex-
plosion in Boston, Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2022. 

Associated Press

By MICHAEL BALSAMO and 
ALANNA DURKIN RICHER 
Associated Press
BOSTON (AP) — Federal 
officials are examining 
whether the employee 
who reported an explosion 
at Northeastern University 
may have lied to investiga-
tors and staged the inci-
dent, law enforcement of-
ficials said Wednesday.

Investigators identified in-
consistencies in the em-
ployee's statement and be-
came skeptical because 
his injuries did not match 
wounds typically consistent 
with an explosion, said one 
official.
The officials could not dis-
cuss details of the investi-
gation publicly and spoke 
to The Associated Press on 

condition of anonymity.
The Northeastern staff 
member said late Tuesday 
the hard plastic case ex-
ploded on the campus in 
Boston, causing minor inju-
ries, according to authori-
ties.
The case contained a 
rambling note that railed 
against virtual reality and 
also referenced Facebook 
founder Mark Zuckerberg, 
a law enforcement official 
said. No explosive materi-
als were found and they do 
not believe the package 
was sent through the U.S. 
Postal Service, the official 
said.
The official described the 
case as a "Pelican-style" 
case. Pelican is a company 
that makes hard cases de-
signed to protect sensitive 
equipment.
A spokesperson for the FBI 

office in Boston declined 
to comment Wednesday, 
saying the investigation is 
"still very active and fluid."
Northeastern in a mes-
sage posted on its website 
Wednesday said the cam-
pus is safe.
"Events such as the incident 
that took place on our Bos-
ton campus last night can 
create or heighten anxiety 
for many of us," said the 
post, credited to Provost 
David Madigan and Chan-
cellor Kenneth Henderson. 
"We would like to under-
score what was commu-
nicated to our community 
last night: Multiple law en-
forcement agencies have 
determined that the cam-
pus is safe and secure."
The campus opened nor-
mally for classes and oth-
er activities Wednesday. 
Counseling and other sup-

port services were made 
available for students, fac-
ulty and staff.
Despite reassurances from 
the school, many students 
remain concerned.
"Every time I go to a class 
or dining hall or anything 
in general, people are just 
talking about what's go-
ing on and what went on 
yesterday," student Lisbeth 
Martinez said Wednesday. 
"A lot of people are still anx-
ious and obviously scared 
of the situation."
The package delivered to 
Holmes Hall detonated just 
after 7 p.m. Tuesday when 
a staff member opened it, 
the university had said in a 
statement. The staff mem-
ber, a 45-year-old man, was 
taken to the hospital with 
minor injuries to his hand, 
police said. No name was 
made public.q

Officials probing whether Northeastern explosion was staged

Texts: Mississippi governor knew of welfare payment to Favre

Former NFL quarterback Brett Favre speaks to the media in Jackson, Miss., Oct. 17, 2018.
Associated Press

By EMILY WAGSTER PETTUS 
Associated Press
JACKSON, Miss. (AP) — 
Newly revealed text mes-
sages show how deeply 
involved a Mississippi gov-
ernor was in directing more 
than $1 million in welfare 
money to retired NFL quar-
terback Brett Favre.
Instead of the money go-
ing to help low-income 
families in one of the na-
tion's poorest states, as in-
tended, it was funneled 
through a nonprofit group 
to Favre and spent on a 
new volleyball facility at a 
university that the football 
star and the governor both 
attended.
The texts from 2017 show 
Republican Gov. Phil Bry-
ant, who left office in 2020, 
was "on board" with the ar-
rangement. The state is su-
ing Favre and others, alleg-
ing they misspent millions of 
dollars in welfare money. 
The director of the non-
profit has pleaded guilty to 
criminal charges in Missis-
sippi's largest public corrup-
tion case in decades.
The texts were in court 
documents filed Monday 
in state court by an attor-
ney for the nonprofit known 
as the Mississippi Commu-
nity Education Center. The 
messages between Favre 

and the center's execu-
tive director, Nancy New, 
included references to Bry-
ant.
The texts showed discussion 
between Favre and New 
about arranging payment 
from the Mississippi Depart-
ment of Human Services 
through the nonprofit to Fa-
vre for speaking engage-
ments, with Favre then 
saying he would direct the 
money to the volleyball 
facility at the University of 

Southern Mississippi.
Favre played football at 
the university in Hattiesburg 
before going to the NFL 
in 1991, and his daughter 
started playing on the vol-
leyball team there in 2017.
According to court docu-
ments, Favre texted New 
on Aug. 3, 2017: "If you were 
to pay me is there anyway 
the media can find out 
where it came from and 
how much?"
New responded: "No, we 

never have had that infor-
mation publicized. I under-
stand you being uneasy 
about that though. Let's 
see what happens on Mon-
day with the conversation 
with some of the folks at 
Southern. Maybe it will click 
with them. Hopefully."
Favre responded: "Ok 
thanks."
The next day, New texted 
Favre: "Wow, just got off the 
phone with Phil Bryant! He 
is on board with us! We will 

get this done!"
Favre responded: "Awe-
some I needed to hear that 
for sure."
Attorneys for Favre did not 
immediately respond to a 
phone message Wednes-
day from The Associated 
Press.
In a July 11 court filing, New's 
attorney wrote that Bryant 
directed her to pay $1.1 
million in welfare money to 
Favre through the educa-
tion center for "speaking 
at events, keynote speak-
ing, radio and promotional 
events, and business part-
ner development."In July, 
a Bryant spokesperson said 
allegations that the gov-
ernor improperly spent the 
money are false and that 
Bryant had asked the state 
auditor to investigate pos-
sible welfare fraud.
Bryant served two terms as 
governor and could not 
run again in 2019 because 
of term limits. He earned his 
bachelor's degree from the 
University of Southern Missis-
sippi.
New and her son, Zachary 
New, who helped run the 
nonprofit, pleaded guilty 
in April to charges of mis-
spending welfare money. 
They await sentencing 
and have agreed to testify 
against others.q
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By KAREEM CHEHAYEB 
Associated Press
BEIRUT (AP) — A woman 
accompanied by activists 
and brandishing what she 
said was a toy pistol broke 
into a Beirut bank branch 
on Wednesday, taking 
$13,000 from her trapped 
savings.
Sali Hafez told the local Al-
Jadeed TV that she need-
ed the money to fund her 
sister’s cancer treatment. 
She said she had repeat-
edly visited the bank to 
ask for her money and was 
told she could only receive 
$200 a month in Lebanese 
pounds. Hafez said the 
toy pistol belonged to her 
nephew.
“I had begged the branch 
manager before for my 
money, and I told him my 
sister was dying, didn’t have 
much time left,” she said in 
the interview. “I reached a 
point where I had nothing 
else to lose.”
Lebanon’s cash-strapped 
banks have imposed strict 
limits on withdrawals of for-
eign currency since 2019, 
tying up the savings of 
millions of people. About 
three-quarters of the popu-
lation has slipped into pov-
erty as the tiny Mediterra-
nean country’s economy 
continues to spiral.
Hafez and activists from a 
group called Depositors’ 
Outcry entered the BLOM 
Bank branch and stormed 
into the manager’s office. 
They forced bank employ-
ees to hand over $12,000 
and the equivalent of 
about $1,000 in Lebanese 
pounds.
Hafez said she had a to-
tal of $20,000 in savings 
trapped in that bank. She 
said she had already sold 
many of her personal be-
longings and had consid-
ered selling her kidney to 
fund her 23 year-old sister’s 
cancer treatment.
Nadine Nakhal, a bank 
customer, said the intruders 
“doused gasoline every-
where inside, and took out 
a lighter and threatened to 
light it.” She said the wom-
an with the pistol threat-
ened to shoot the manag-
er if she did not receive her 
money.

Hafez said in a live-
streamed video she posted 
on her Facebook account 
that she did not intend to 
do harm. “I did not break 
into the bank to kill anyone 
or set the place on fire,” 
she said. “I am here to get 
my rights.”
Hafez was celebrated as 
a hero across social me-
dia in Lebanon, as many 
in the small crisis-hit coun-
try struggle to make ends 
meet and retrieve their sav-
ings. She encouraged oth-
ers to take similar action to 
reclaim their savings.
Some of the activists en-
tered the bank with Hafez, 
while others staged a pro-
test at the entrance. Hafez 
eventually left with cash 
in a plastic bag, witnesses 
said.
Security forces standing 
outside arrested several of 
the activists, including a 
man carrying what looked 
like a handgun. It was not 
immediately clear if this 
was also a toy gun.

Meanwhile, Alaa Khorchid 
who heads the Deposi-
tors’ Outcry protest group 
said that a man commu-
nicating and coordinating 
with the group broke into 
a bank in the mountain-
ous town of Aley to retrieve 
his trapped savings. Local 
media reported that the 
man entered the Bank-
Med branch alone with a 
shotgun without any shells 
loaded, but was unable to 
retrieve his savings before 
he was apprehended.
Both incidents occurred 
weeks after a food delivery 
driver broke into another 
bank branch in Beirut and 
held 10 people hostage for 
seven hours, demanding 
tens of thousands of dollars 
in his trapped savings. Most 
hailed him as a hero.
“There is no government, 
no economic recovery 
plan, and little reserves 
left,” Khorchid told the AP, 
adding that people have 
no choice but to “take mat-
ters into their own hands”.

“These people worked for 
decades, but not for the 
rulers to build palaces while 
they can’t afford a bottle 
of medicine.”
On Wednesday night, ac-
tivists closed a major road in 
Beirut outside a police bar-
racks holding two activists 
who stormed the bank ear-
lier in the day with Hafez. 
The protesters demanded 
the immediate release of 
the two men.
Lebanon has scrambled 
for over two years to im-
plement key reforms in its 
decimated banking sector 
and economy. It has so far 
failed to reach an agree-
ment with the International 
Monetary Fund on a recov-
ery program that would 
unlock billions of dollars in 
international loan and aid 
to make the country viable 
again. Its government has 
struggled to function in a 
caretaker capacity since 
May, and its recently elect-
ed Parliament remains 
deeply divided.q

Lebanese Sali Hafez, center, accompanied by activists looks at her phone after breaking into a 
BLOM Bank branch brandishing what she later said was a toy pistol and taking $13,000 from her 
trapped savings accopunt, in Beirut, Lebanon, Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2022. 

Associated Press

Woman with toy gun grabs trapped savings from 
Beirut bank
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By JIM GOMEZ 
Associated Press
MANILA, Philippines (AP) 
— Philippine President Fer-
dinand Marcos Jr. said it’s 
wrong to describe his late 
father as a dictator and 
that his brutal martial law 
rule in the 1970s was not 
meant to prolong his grip 
on power  comments that 
were immediately rejected 
by human rights activists.
The namesake son of the 
former president who was 
ousted in a 1986 pro-de-
mocracy uprising also de-
nied in a TV interview aired 
late Tuesday that he and 
his family were whitewash-
ing history.
It was the first time since 
he took office in June that 
Marcos Jr. has addressed 
some of the controversial 
issues that have hounded 
him and his family. A tran-
script of the interview on 
new broadcasting com-
pany ALLTV by TV host and 
actress Toni Gonzaga, who 
backed Marcos Jr.’s candi-
dacy, was released by his 
press secretary.
Asked if he has been af-
fected by media referenc-
es to him as a dictator’s son, 
Marcos Jr. replied: “No. It 
would hurt me if they were 
right, but they’re wrong.”
“How many times have 
I been here in this room 
where he was in consulta-
tion with different groups?” 

he said in the interview at 
the Malacanang presi-
dential palace in Manila, 
where his father held office 
after rising to the presiden-
cy in 1965. “A dictator does 
not consult. A dictator just 
says ̀ this is what you will do, 
whether you like it or not.’”
The elder Marcos placed 
the Philippines under mar-
tial law in 1972, a year be-
fore his term was to expire. 
He padlocked Congress 
and newspaper offices, or-
dered the arrest of many 
political opponents and 
activists and ruled by de-

cree. Marcos Jr. defended 
that decision by repeating 
his father’s justification that 
martial law was crucial to 
fight growing Muslim and 
communist insurgencies. 
“It was necessary to  in my 
father’s view at the time  
to declare martial law be-
cause a war was really rag-
ing already at the time,” he 
said.
Renato Reyes of Bayan, an 
alliance of left-wing groups, 
said the newly elected 
president’s defense of the 
martial law declaration 
nearly 50 years ago was a 

“big lie,” which has been 
discredited by facts.
“Marcos Sr. used martial 
law to scrap the elections, 
extend his term, dissolve 
Congress and centralize 
power unto himself, mak-
ing him dictator from 1972 
to 1986,” Reyes said. That 
was not defending gov-
ernment but making gov-
ernment “your personal 
fiefdom.”Asked why his 
father’s basis for declaring 
martial rule was not widely 
disseminated, Marcos Jr. 
said, “The government fell. 
So, the victors wrote this his-

tory.”
Opponents of the Marcos 
dictatorship had also said 
that violent incidents in the 
early 1970s, including the 
ambush of a convoy sup-
posedly carrying then de-
fense chief Juan Ponce En-
rile, were staged to provide 
the justification for martial 
law.
Enrile later broke off from 
Marcos and together with 
other rebellious military and 
police officials backed a 
massive 1986 “People Pow-
er” uprising that toppled 
Marcos and drove him and 
his family to U.S. exile. The 
massive protests awed the 
world and became a har-
binger of change in author-
itarian regimes worldwide.
Marcos Jr. denied he and 
his family were trying to 
revise history but acknowl-
edged without elaborating 
“the problems that hap-
pened, the abuses that 
occurred, like in any war.” 
He said he can prove what 
actually happened, saying 
“we have video, we have 
photographs, we have re-
cords,” but did not go into 
detail.
The ousted president died 
in exile in Hawaii three years 
later without admitting any 
wrongdoing, including ac-
cusations that he and his 
family amassed an estimat-
ed $5 billion to $10 billion 
while he was in power.q

By CARA ANNA 
Associated Press
NAIROBI, Kenya (AP) — 
Two airstrikes hit the capital 
of Ethiopia’s Tigray region 
Wednesday morning, killing 
10 people, many of them 
first responders, the direc-
tor of the city’s flagship Ay-
der Referral Hospital said, 
as Ethiopia’s government 
gave no sign of taking up 
the Tigray forces’ offer to 
stop fighting and pursue 
talks.
The target in Mekele “was 
a residential neighbor-
hood,” Kibrom Gebrese-
lassie told The Associated 
Press. “Three of the victims 
need urgent major surgery, 
in the face of (a) shortage 
of medicines.”
The first airstrike wounded 

two people but the second 
was deadly, with rescuers 
among those killed, Kibrom 
said.
The death toll could climb 
as more patients reach the 

hospital, another doctor 
said, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity because 
they were not authorized to 
speak publicly.
In a weekend statement to 

mark Ethiopia’s new year, 
the Tigray leadership said 
they were ready to par-
ticipate in an “immediate” 
cessation of hostilities with 
Ethiopian forces leading to 
a comprehensive cease-
fire, and even welcomed 
mediation led by the Af-
rican Union, a significant 
shift.
But Ethiopia’s federal gov-
ernment is yet to publicly 
respond amid reports of 
more talks between the 
two sides in Djibouti. 
With independent media, 
human rights groups and 
monitors barred from Ti-
gray, and with most basic 
services like internet sev-
ered, it is challenging to 
assess the situation on the 
ground.

Several airstrikes have hit 
Mekele since fighting re-
sumed between Tigray 
forces and Ethiopian ones 
in late August, shattering 
a period of relative calm 
since late March.
That calm had allowed 
more humanitarian aid to 
reach the long-blockaded 
Tigray region, but those 
deliveries have now been 
halted, according to the 
United Nations. Deliveries 
to conflict-affected parts 
of the neighboring Amhara 
region have also stopped.
Since the conflict broke out 
in November 2020, tens of 
thousands are believed 
to have been killed and 
millions displaced in the 
Tigray, Amhara and Afar 
regions.q

Philippine President Ferdinand Marcos Jr. smiles after he delivers his first state of the nation address 
in Quezon city, Philippines, Monday, July 25, 2022. 

Associated Press

Philippine leader says calling his father dictator `wrong’

In this image made from video, medics carry the body of a dead 
or injured victim of an airstrike in Mekele, capital of the Tigray 
region of northern Ethiopia Wednesday, Sept. 14, 2022. 

Associated Press

Airstrikes kill 10 in Ethiopia’s Tigray capital, doctor says
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ORANJESTAD – Covid is 
here to stay, and will con-
tinue transmitting from one 
person to another for a 
much longer period. This is 
why the advice to the com-

munity is to continue being 
aware and protect them-
selves and those around 
them who may be more 
vulnerable for Covid. 

The vaccine plays a very 
important role in the pro-
cess to control the pan-
demic, and the vaccine 
will continue playing an 
important role to keep the 

Covid cases low. In Aruba 
for a month already the 
Covid cases are stable, as 
is our medical care. 

It is the opinion of the De-

partment of Public Health 
(DVG) that it’s time to stop 
with the weekly updates 
as well, and to continue 
monitoring Covid internally, 
like any other infectious dis-
ease. 

In case DVG begins ob-
serving an increase in the 
amount of Covid cases, as 
always DVG will alert and 
inform the community re-
garding any developments 
right away. 

The advice to the com-
munity is to continue be-
ing careful and to take the 
vaccine.

After two years, Department of Public Health stops Covid updates 

“Ban Lanta y Planta” with a mission to plant 10.000 native plants all 
around Aruba
ORANJESTAD – Last week-
end, minister of Nature, 
Mr. Ursell Arends went and 
planted to give his con-
tribution to the project 
Ban Lanta y Planta, which 
translates to “Let’s go and 
plant”. The foundation has 
a goal to plant ten thou-
sand plants around Aruba, 
to help restore Aruba’s nat-
ural ecosystem.

According to a press re-
lease, this is a great initia-
tive to promote Aruba’s 
native plants, as well as our 
flora and fauna in general. 
The plants were planted in 
such a way that when they 
are watered in the after-
noon, the water goes di-
rectly to the roots, to make 
sure the plants grow in a 
sustainable way. 
The foundation also has a 
schedule where volunteers 
can help water the plants, 
three times per week. This 
is an efficient way to make 
sure that the plants can sur-

vive in the hot weather of 
Aruba. 

“It is a pleasure to have 
had the opportunity to 
spend a morning in nature, 
where value is given to our 
native plants of Aruba, and 
value is given to our envi-
ronment”, minister Arends 
said. “Because when na-
ture prospers, us as human 
beings also prosper.”

Minister Arends sends 
words of gratitude and ad-
miration to the foundation 
and its entire team, as well 
as every volunteer who 
helped under the hot sun. 

For more information on 
how to become a volun-
teer, please contact the 
foundation Ban Lanta y 
Planta through the social 
media. Together we can 
help Aruba’s nature recov-
er and mitigate the effects 
of climate change.
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ATSA – CHTA
Education Foundation Caribbean Supercharged Service Program 
OVER-SOLD!
Oranjestad - Luigi Heredia, 
President, Aruba Timeshare 
Association ATSA is thrilled 
“We are so excited by the 
incredible numbers of reg-
istrations from 30 compa-
nies and individuals across 
the spectrum of the Aruba 
tourism product – WOW!  
OVERSOLD!

Our planned 10 day work-
shops has grown to 14-days 
to allow most applicants a 
seat. 

ATSA members have an 
appetite for developing 
their teams, and we knew 
AHATA, AF&BA, VRPA 
members, and individuals, 
shared that belief. 
Thank You to everyone 
who has registered and re-
ceived confirmation from 
us. Apologies to the people 
we disappointed, hopefully 
there will be more opportu-
nities in future.”

Karolin Troubetzkoy, Chair-
woman, CHTA Education 
Foundation congratulated 

ATSA “the Education Foun-
dation congratulates the 
ATSA Executive Board who 
have personally invested 
time, energy and resourc-
es to develop and deliver 
an energetic, grass-roots 
promotional campaign for 
Caribbean Supercharged 
Training in Aruba. Their in-
clusion of everyone is ad-
mirable as the 14-days of 
upcoming training, en-
dorsed by AHATA, shows. 
The Education Foundation 
looks forward to welcom-
ing each of the 330 partici-
pants!” 

The Education Foundation 
trainers Louise & Suzanne 
are excited to be back 
with the tremendous con-
ference team at La Ca-
bana Beach Resort & Spa. 
La Cabana is generously 
supporting this training ini-
tiative, kudos and thanks 
to them.

ATSA in collaboration with 
the Education Foundation 
is offering full-day work-

shops;  5 for Strengthened Supervisors, 2 
of Happy Housekeeping!, 4 of F&B Knowl-
edge and Communication and 3of F&B 

Enhanced Dining Experience tips and 
techniques. Each day is full. Registration is 
closed.q

Defense trains emergency response with 
security partners on Windward Islands

The Ministry of Defense will hold a hurri-
cane relief exercise on the Windward Is-
lands from September 15 to September 27. 
Hereby they will also practice with various 
local security partners on the islands. De-
fense trains this so that the military can be 
deployed quickly and effectively in the 
event of an actual hurricane threat.

After the relocations to Sint Maarten, Saba 
and Sint Eustatius, small activities will take 
place on a rotational basis, spread over 
the various islands. The units will also use 
their stay to become more familiar with 
all three islands and the relevant partners 
located there, such as government orga-
nizations, non-governmental organizations 
and companies that play an important 
role in emergency relief.

The vast majority of the military personnel 
isalready present in the Caribbean Region 
and include amongst others of units from 
the Marine Squadron Carib (Aruba), the 
naval vessel Zr. Ms. Pelikaan, FRISC vessels 
and several other support units from both 
the Fleet and Marines. In addition, a ma-
rine detachment is permanently present 
on Sint Maarten. 

By training on the Windward Islands, in the 
event of an actual hurricane threat, it is 
possible to immediately after passage pro-
vide emergency aid and rescue people in 
need. In such a situation, the military can 
also support the civil authorities and con-
tribute to public order and security.q
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“Whether you are new to sushi or 
a seasoned chopstick veteran, 
our Sushi Chef serves the deli-

cious, fiery and 
flavorful experience your taste-

buds are searching for”

How does it work?
Each All-You-Can-Eat Sushi Night will 
have two different time-slots to book,
wherein you can enjoy our outstanding 
Sushi, Phenomenal Drinks & Spectacular 
(Live) Shows; 
1st Time-Slot: 5.45pm – 7.45pm (Water 
Show)
2nd Time-Slot: 7.45pm – 9.45pm (Water 
Show + *Live Dance Show) only a cou-
ple spots left!
*Live Shows are depending on the Pas-
eo Herencia Mall Schedule

•	 Reservations are not necessary but 
highly appreciated

•	 Each item of the all-you-can-eat 
menu consist 5 pieces of sushi

•	 Max. 2 All-you-can-eat items per 
round per person

•	 You can order unlimited all-you-can-
eat items from our menu for 2 hours

•	 Last order can be made 15 minutes 
before timeslot ends

•	 Chef specials and appetizers are 
not included in the all you can eat 
sushi price

•	 New orders can only be placed if 
the previous items are consumed

•	 Waste of food is not appreciated, 
order as much as you can eat,

•	 Leftovers due to overorder can be 
charged separately. 

See You Then!

Monday Night 
Sushi Night!
#ALLYOUCANEAT!

Bring out the Chopsticks,
#SushiMonday is around the corner!

Magic Sushi by Charlie, a leading Sushi bar in Aruba, is 
joining forces with The Bulldog Aruba to unveil a week-
ly, 2 Hour (!) All-You-Can-Eat Concept, with as a cherry 
on top, a never-before-tasted Sushi Roll – The Bulldog 
Booze Roll (+18). The 1st Edition of this event will take 
place on Monday, September 5th at The Bulldog Aru-
ba, Located in the beautiful center of Paseo Herencia 
Mall in Palm Beach, across the street of the Holiday Inn 
hotel.

For the Monday Night Sushi Night they created an in-
novative roll to provide our guests with a one-of-a-kind 
Sushi option to enjoy in our scenic environment. Ideal 
for both those new to sushi or real connoisseurs, The 
Bulldog Booze Roll takes the iconic Amsterdam vibe 
and pairs it with Japanese tradition.

Curious about our Menu?
You can find our Sushi-Menu on the Facebook or Insta-
gram page of @TheBulldogAruba.
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AHATA: 
2022 average RevPAR is lower than in 2019

Oranjestad -  The Aruba 
Hotel & Tourism Association 
has published the latest ho-
tel performance data re-
porting that in August 2022 
Aruba hotels continued to 
recover strongly, however-
the average RevPAR of the 
first 8 months still stayed 
below 2019 levels.

August 2022:
Occupancy: The occupan-
cy rate was 82%, which is a 
recovery of 95% compared 
to 2019 occupancy rate. 

ADR: In comparison to 2019, 
the average daily rate 
(for occupied rooms) in-
creased by 22% to $289.64. 
RevPAR: The revenue 
per available room was 
$238.52, which is a 15% in-
crease over 2019.  

Year-to-date 2022: 
Occupancy: The average 
occupancy for the first 
eightmonths of 2022 was 
74%, which is 14% lower 
than in 2019. 
ADR: The average daily 

rate (for occupied rooms) 
increased by 9% to $310.05.
RevPAR: The revenue 
per available room was 
$229.31, a 7% decrease 
from 2019.

Timeshare:
AHATA’s Timeshare proper-
ties experienced a 86% oc-
cupancy rate in August.

AHATA member hotels:  
Amsterdam Manor Beach 
Resort, Barceló Aruba, 
Boardwalk Boutique Hotel, 
Brickell Bay Beach Club, 
Bucuti & Tara Beach Resort, 
Courtyard by Marriott, Divi 
& Tamarijn All-Inclusive, Ea-
gle Aruba Resort, Holiday 
Inn Resort Aruba, Hyatt Re-
gency Aruba, Hyatt Place 
Aruba Airport, Manchebo 
Beach Resort, Marriott 
Aruba & Stellaris Casino, 
Paradera Park, Rehoboth 
Peaceland Boutique Hotel, 
Renaissance Wind Creek 
Aruba Resort, The Ritz-Carl-
ton Aruba, RIU Palace Aru-
ba, RIU Palace Antillas, Talk 
of the Town Hotel. 
AHATA member time-
shares: Divi Aruba Phoe-
nix, Divi Dutch Village, Divi 
Village Golf, La Cabana, 
Marriott Ocean Club, Marri-
ott Surf Club, The Mill Resort.
AHATA member vacation 
rentals: Aramis Real Es-
tate, Aruba’s Life Vacation 
Residences, Aruba Happy 
Rental, Casiola Aruba, 
Cobalt Blue Fusion (Blue, 
Azure), Ford Property Man-
agement, Turibana Plaza, 
Santa Lucia Landhuis.q

Origin of Papiamento- Aruba’s native language
Oranjestad — Papiamento, Creole 
language of ABC (Aruba, Bonaire 
and Curacao) is from the Cape 
Verdean Creole family (Cape 
Verdean language) and was tak-
en to the Caribbean in the 9th cen-
tury by the Cape Verdeans of that 
time (linings and slaves), experts 
in cane culture and sugar produc-
tion, and who were hired by Jewish 
entrepreneurs who went to invest in 
this business in the Caribbean. 

Cape Verdeans taught this pre-
industrial revolution technology 
(planting cane and producing 
sugar, which they had learned 
from Madeirans) to slaves from 
other African regions, and did so in 
their language, Cape Verde Cre-
ole (Cape Verdean language) , 
hence the language implanted in 
Aruba, Bonaire and Curacao. 

Unlike many interesting stories, 
wanting to link Papiamento direct-
ly to Portuguese, Galician or Castil-
ian (see Papiamento, on Wikipedia 
- Portuguese version and Spanish 

version, where the Portuguese and 
Spanish, each claim the direct ori-
gin of Papiamento), in fact, this is 
not true. Papiamento is not direct 
from Portuguese, Galician or Cas-
tilian, it is from the Cape Verde 
Creole family (Cape Verdean 
language). You can see this best-
when it's saying obscene words 
and offending someone, precisely 
as they say today in both ABC and 
Cape Verde islands. 

The obscene words kept the origi-
nal, had no lexical influence ei-
ther from Castilian or Dutch. Also 
the PapiCristang of Malacca, the 
Patuá of Macau, and several cre-
oles from the east (from Daman, 
Sri Lanka, Myanmar, Philippines, In-
donesia) and Africa (Casamança, 
Guinea Bissau, Sierra Leone and Ni-
geria, these last two releases to the 
English), all originated in the Creole 
of Cabo Verde (Cape Verdean 
language), which was the French 
language spoken in Portuguese 
feitories on the coast of Africa 
(from Senegal to Sierra Leone), and 

which was taken east by the thou-
sands of cable - Verdeans (linings 
and slaves, already Christianized 
and speaking Creole) who served 
as sailors and “slaves of arms′′ in 
Portuguese caravels, demanding 
the east. 

I don't know why the official history 
of Portugal usually omits this fact, 
which is in the chronicles of the 
quinrentist chroniclers, but which 
we never saw in the history of Por-
tugal that we study from primary 
education to higher education. 
However, it has always been tried 
to deceive us, in colonial time, that 
we were descendants of Viriato 
(Iberian hero in the fight against 
the Romans) and the pastors of the 
Hermini Mountains, but not much 
speaking of our black-African an-
cestry. 

We Cape Verdeans understand 
each other very well with these 
Antillans and Easterns, whose 
language is from the same Cre-
ole family of Cape Verde (Cape 

Verdean language), speaking 
their Creole and we ours. There-
fore, Papiamento, PapiCristang, 
PatuáMacaense and the creoles, 
said of Portuguese origin, Daman, 
India, Sri Lanka, Myanmar, some 
locations in the Philippines and 
some places in Indonesia, are cre-
oles of the language family Cape 
Verde Creole (Cape Verdean lan-
guage) and indirectly the Galaico-
Duriense or Galaico-Portuguese, a 
language that the people spoke in 
Portugal in the 6th and 7th century.

Anonymous
Source: Dushi Aruba
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What is behind the extreme heat these days on Aruba? 
The Foundation for Catho-
lic Schools in Aruba, SKOA, 
showed worry for the ex-
treme heat recently, by 
implementing a variety of 
measures: no gym lessons 
outdoors, allowing all stu-
dents to drink enough liq-
uid, and even reducing the 
duration of the school day. 

The 46 schools under the 
foundation receive a let-
ter to implement these and 
other measures, director 
Anuesca Baly told news site 
Caribisch Netwerk. 

The cold wind that nor-
mally blows from the sea 
is not coming these days. 
Residents in the area near 
the dump at Parkietenbos 
have also been complain-
ing that the bad smells 
stays in the area. Some of 
these residents flee their 
homes because they can-
not tolerate the situation, 
according to an article by 
journalist Sharina Henriquez 
on Caribisch Netwerk. 
Even neighborhoods that 
normally don’t suffer from 
this problem are seeing 
residents complaining that 
they can smell Parkieten-
bos.

Meanwhile, Jonathan 
van der Linden, Mainte-
nance Specialist at elec-
tricity company NV Elmar, 

explained to our reporter 
that the company is deal-
ing with interruptions in their 
grid, and in this, the recent 
heat plays a big role.
Last week, use of electric-
ity on the island was higher 
than ever before. The aver-
age peak electricity-gener-
ating company WEB is 135 
megawatt, but last week it 
was 150 megawatt. “This is 
indeed because of an in-
crease in energy consump-
tion because of the heat”, 
spokesperson Asja Dongen 
commented. “Many peo-
ple are saying that this will 
be good for us because it 
will generate more income, 
but this is not the case.”
It costs more for the com-
pany to let the motors pro-
duce more energy, which 
means additional invest-
ment and more fuel, which 
is not a sustainable solution. 
“For this reason, always, 
even during hot days, be 
mindful of energy con-
sumption”, Dongen high-
lighted. 

It was also noted that 
these days, around 9pm, 
the peak is high because 
everyone goes home and 
turn on their air condition-
ing. There are also more 
electric vehicles, thus the 
demand is high. During the 
last week, Elmar experi-
enced a never-before seen 

peak. According to Van 
Der Linden, their capac-
ity is 256 megawatt which 
means there is enough 
capacity – but here and 
there, interruptions can oc-
cur. These are things that 
can happen anywhere on 
the island, thus do not af-
fect one area more than 
the other. 

But with temperatures feel-
ing like 36 to 40 degrees 
Celsius at noon, it’s almost 
impossible to find refuge 
anywhere other than in-
doors with air condition-
ing. Air conditioning is also 
turned on during the whole 
night in most Aruban bed-
rooms – even when the sun 
goes down around 7:30pm, 
the temperature remains at 
around 30 degrees Celsius. 

Criticism on weather de-
partment
“For three years that I’ve 
been working as director, 
each year a letter like that 
is sent out, with precaution-
ary measures. Particularly 
for the five schools that 
do not have air condition-
ing”, Baly told Caribisch 
Netwerk. “September is al-
ways this hot.”

But this hot? Baly didn’t 
see any warnings regard-
ing the heat, which for her 
was a reason to pick up the 

phone and call the weath-
er department. “I follow 
the weather department of 
Curaçao, which previously 
had already warned about 
the extreme heat. I wanted 
to know how this was going 
to be for Aruba.”

Aruban media was already 
on it. “Incomprehensible 
that the weather warnings 
between these weather in-
stitutes are different while 
the islands are so close to 
each other”, according to 
a local news site. This gen-
erated negative reactions 
regarding the skills of mete-
orologist David Barkmeyer, 
director of Aruba’s weath-
er department. Noticeable 
were the attacks and com-
ments regarding his Cura-
çaoan background. This 
happened also last June, 
when the forecast for storm 
Bonnie was still accept-
able. 

“Everything is on our web-
site, thus that’s where 
people need to go”, Bark-
meyer said. “This is very nor-
mal. The hottest time of the 
year, and it can last until 
the beginning of October.”

But why are people widely 
complaining right now? He 
doesn’t have an explana-
tion. “People are also call-
ing us a lot. It’s very hot, 

indeed, we did warn about 
this. But it’s not abnormal.”
If the extreme heat the last 
few days is because of cli-
mate change, this cannot 
be said directly. “No, not 
really, because the climate 
has been changing for 50 
years already.” Barkmeyer 
explained that these days it 
feels so hot because of the 
strength of the sun’s rays: 
12 on the UV index. This is 
so high, that the advice for 
this is to remain indoors.

Something that is also com-
mon during this time is the 
lack of wind, because 
weather disturbances in 
the area suck the wind 
away. Last week, hurricane 
Earl was to blame. 

The cold wind that comes 
from the sea, which makes 
our desert island bearable, 
now feels more like a hair-
dryer. “The wind is hot be-
cause it’s coming from the 
southwest, from the South 
American continent.” Bark-
meyer explains what a lot 
of residents do now know: 
despite the fact that the 
ABC islands are surrounded 
by the sea, the weather is 
determined by the main-
land. “If we were two to 
three degrees more north 
west, it would be fresher. 
Then we would have a truly 
sea weather.”
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By ELIZABETH AYOOLA of 
NerdWallet
During my late teens, my 
mom handed me two 
worn, blue passport-size 
books with details of my 
custodial investment ac-
counts. I had no clue what 
to do with them, but it 
didn’t matter, because the 
accounts were empty any-
way. Perhaps for the best, 
because I’m almost certain 
my assets wouldn’t have 
stood a chance.
I am now a mother, have 
opened a custodial ac-
count for my 4-year-old 
son, and often think about 
how I can prepare him to 
take control of his invest-
ments in the future. If you’re 
looking for ways to prep 
your child for investing, an 
experienced parent and fi-
nancial experts have some 
ideas.
SHARE MONEY VALUES EAR-
LY
Preparation begins as early 
as possible when it comes 
to teaching your kids 
about money, says Cristina 
Livadary, a certified finan-
cial planner and co-found-
er of Mana Financial Life 
Design in Marina Del Rey, 
California. No matter your 
child’s age, you can start 
by talking openly about fi-
nances and sharing your 
values around money.
Something I’ve started do-
ing with my son is teaching 
him the value of giving, by 
encouraging him to give 
toys away before buying 
new ones. An approach 
Livadary recommends to 
teach money values is as-
signing what she refers to 
as a “job description” to 
each dollar you give your 
kids.
“One of my favorite things is 
taking the dollars and real-
ly splitting them up in ways 
that are really aligned to 
values,” says Livadary. “So, 
let’s say you get $3 a week  
$1 for giving, another dollar 
is for saving, and the other 
dollar you get to spend.”
TEACH INVESTING BASICS
A custodial brokerage ac-
count is an investing ac-
count opened by a parent 
or guardian for a minor until 
they reach the age of ma-
jority.

If your child has a job with 
taxable income, you could 
also help them open a cus-
todial IRA or Roth IRA.
A good thing about cus-
todial accounts is that al-
though kids don’t control 
the accounts until they 
reach the age of majority, 
you can show them what’s 
happening.
Michael Costello , a retired 
consumer products execu-
tive based in Miami, and 
a parent of three, says he 
prepared his now-grown 
kids to manage their cus-
todial accounts by teach-
ing them about budgeting 
and saving early. He also 
let them view their invest-
ment accounts and watch 
them grow, and he facili-
tated investing discussions 
with them.
“We ended up having a 
lot of conversations about 
why do you do long-term 
holding? What should you 
look at? What are ETFs ver-
sus regular stocks? What do 
bonds do?” he says.
Teaching his kids about 
exchange-traded funds 
and other assets made 
him confident about them 
having access to the cus-
todial accounts when they 
turned 18.
There are many ways to 
teach your kids about the 
power of investing. Help-
ing them understand what 
compound interest can do 
for every dollar they invest 
could motivate them to 
invest for the long term. If 
you think they’re ready to 
start trading, some brokers 
offer youth accounts that 
let teens start investing with 
parental oversight.
SET GOALS AND TEACH DE-

LAYED GRATIFICATION
Delayed gratification is an 
important adaptive skill 
parents can teach kids for 
them to manage custodial 
accounts, says Anna N’Jie-
Konte, a CFP and founder 
of Dare to Dream Planning 
in New York City.
Since custodial accounts 
are brokerage accounts 
that can be tapped into at 
any time, it’s important kids 
view their investments as 
long-term money that can 
buy them flexibility and op-
tions in the future, she says. 
This could help them refrain 
from spending it now.
“I think one of the super-
powers of people that are 
really financially successful 
and just successful period, 
is when they have the abil-
ity to say, ‘I recognize that I 
want this right now, but it’s 
going to be so much better 
if I wait and if I keep at it,’” 
she says. But for delayed 
gratification to work, it’s im-
portant to have financial 
goals and a plan, which I 
didn’t have as a teenager, 
and why I think investments 
in my custodial account 
wouldn’t have lasted long. 
For the record, my financial 
plan was to become a rich 
actress and fund all of my 
lifetime expenses that way.
When setting financial 
goals with your kids, it’s fine 
to set both long- and short-
term ones.
 Why? Some people just 
aren’t inspired by financial 
goals that are too far into 
the future, says Livadary.
“Sometimes it’s buying a 
house in the next three 
years, but sometimes it’s 
taking a vacation … and 
that’s OK. q

In this Dec. 26, 2020 file photo, children are silhouetted against 
a pond as they look at Christmas lights at a park in Lenexa, Kan. 

Associated Press 

Millennial Money: Get kids set to invest 
with these accounts
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San Nicolas

Police      100
Oranjestad    527 3140
Noord     527 3200
Sta. Cruz    527 2900
San  Nicolas    584 5000
Police Tipline    11141
Ambulancia    911
Fire Dept.    115
Red Cross    582 2219

Women in Difficulties

PHARMACY ON DUTY 

TAXI SERVICES
Taxi Tas  587 5900
Prof. Taxi 588 0035
Taxi D.T.S. 587 2300
Taxi Serv. Aruba 583 3232 
A1 Taxi Serv. 280 2828

Aruba Airport  524 2424
American Airlines 582 2700
Avianca  588 0059
Jet Blue  588 2244
Surinam 582 7896

FAVI- Visually Impaired
Tel. 582 5051

Alcoholics Anonymous
Tel. 736 2952

Quota Club Tel. 525 2672

Centre for Diabetes 
Tel. 524 8888

Narcotics Anonymous
Tel. 583 8989
Fundacion Contra Violencia 
Relacional Tel. 583 5400

DOCTOR ON DUTY
Oranjestad

Women in Difficulties

OTHER
Dental Clinic 587 9850 
Blood Bank Aruba 587 0002
Urgent Care 586 0448
Walk-In Doctor’s Clinic
+297 588 0539
Women in Difficulties

EMERGENCY

Women in Difficulties

TRAVEL INFO

Women in Difficulties

AID FOUNDATIONS

Child Abuse Prevention
Tel. 582 4433

Women in Difficulties

General Info
Phone Directory Tel. 118

Oranjestad: 
Eagle Tel. 587 9011 
San Nicolas:
san Lucas Tel. 584 5119

Hospital 7:00 pm / 10:00pm 
Tel. 527 4000

Imsan 24 hours
Tel.524 8833

facebook.com/arubatoday/

HEALTH

Costa Linda Beach Resort
eagle beach 
2 br Week 33 and 34 room 
#3007
2 br Week 36 room # 4007
pool / ocean view $ 8 K each 
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
private Islands 
1 br WK # 36 room # 
2521/2523
pool / ocean view $ 6 K each
1 br WK 38 room # 2322
harbor / ocean view $ 5 K
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Renaissance Ocean Suites 
private Islands 
1 br WK # 35 room #2543
1 br WK 34 ,35 ,36 room # 
2518
price : $ 6 K each
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Aruba Divi Phoenix
palm beach 
studio week 37 room #832
32 weeks remain
price :$ 6 K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Tierra Del Sol
Comunity gate 
3 br , 2 1/2 bath 
Fully furnished Ocean view 
With garage 
price :$ 475 K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

House for sale 
savaneta near zee rover
5 min walk to ocean and top 
restaurants 
4 br , 2 1/2 bath lease land 
Fixer upper 
price : $220 K
Call : 011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com

Time - Share weeks 
Wanted !
marriott Ocean club
1 bedroom Gold Ocean view 
Call :011-297-630-1307
johnnypaesch@gmail.com
_______________________________215806

By DAVID KLEPPER 
Associated Press
TikTok may be the platform 
of choice for catchy vid-
eos, but anyone using it to 
learn about COVID-19, cli-
mate change or Russia’s 
invasion of Ukraine is likely 
to encounter misleading in-
formation, according to a 
research report published 
Wednesday.
Researchers at NewsGuard 
searched for content 
about prominent news top-
ics on TikTok and say they 
found that nearly 1 in 5 of 
the videos automatically 
suggested by the platform 
contained misinformation.
Searches for information 
about “mRNA vaccine,” for 
instance, yielded five vid-
eos (out of the first 10) that 
contained misinformation, 
including baseless claims 
that the COVID-19 vaccine 
causes “permanent dam-
age in children’s critical or-
gans.”
Researchers looking for in-
formation about abortion, 
the 2020 election, the Jan. 
6 insurrection at the U.S. 
Capitol, climate change or 
Russia’s invasion of Ukraine 
on TikTok found similarly 
misleading videos scat-
tered among more accu-
rate clips.
The amount of misinforma-
tion  and the ease with 
which it can be found  is es-
pecially troubling given Tik-
Tok’s popularity with young 
people, according to Ste-
ven Brill, founder of News-

Guard, a firm that monitors 
misinformation.
TikTok is the second most 
popular domain in the 
world, according to online 
performance and security 
company Cloudflare, ex-
ceeded only by Google.
Brill questioned whether 
ByteDance, the Chinese 
company that owns TikTok, 
is doing enough to stop 
misinformation or whether 
it deliberately allows misin-
formation to proliferate as 
a way to sow confusion in 
the U.S. and other Western 
democracies. “It’s either 
incompetence or it’s some-
thing worse,” Brill told The 
Associated Press.
TikTok released a state-
ment in response to News-
Guard’s report noting that 
its community guidelines 
prohibit harmful misinfor-
mation and that it works to 
promote authoritative con-

tent about important top-
ics like COVID-19.
“We do not allow harmful 
misinformation, including 
medical misinformation, 
and we will remove it from 
the platform,” the compa-
ny said.
TikTok has taken other steps 
that it says are intended to 
direct users to trustworthy 
sources. This year, for ex-
ample, the company cre-

ated an election center 
to help U.S. voters find vot-
ing places or information 
about candidates.q

The TikTok app logo appears in Tokyo on Sept. 28, 2020. 
Associated Press

TikTok search results riddled with misinformation: 
Report
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Spanish film director Pedro Almodovar poses for photographers 
at the red carpet ahead the Goya Film Awards Ceremony in 
Malaga, southern Spain, Saturday, Jan. 25, 2020. 

Associated Press

MADRID (AP) — Oscar-
winning director Pedro Al-
modóvar says that he is 
withdrawing from his first 
English-language feature, 
"A Manual for Cleaning 
Women" produced by and 
starring Cate Blanchett.
Almodóvar, 72, told en-
tertainment news website 
Deadline Hollywood that 
he was unable to handle 
the commitment.
"It has been a very pain-
ful decision for me," Al-
modóvar told Deadline 
Hollywood. "I have dreamt 
of working with Cate for 
such a long time. Dirty Films 

has been so generous with 
me this whole time and 
I was blinded by excite-
ment, but unfortunately, I 
no longer feel able to fully 
realize this film."
A new director hasn't been 
announced yet by Blanch-
ett's Dirty Films production 
company.
Almodóvar's brother and 
business partner confirmed 
the decision in a social me-
dia post on Wednesday.
"Pedro Almodóvar is leav-
ing the 'A Manual for 
Cleaning Women' project, 
which will continue forward 
with Cate Blanchett," Agus-

tin Almodóvar, who helps 
his sibling run their El De-
seo production company, 
wrote on Twitter
"A Manual for Cleaning 
Women" is an adaptation 
of the eponymous collec-
tion of short stories by Amer-
ican author Lucia Berlin.
Pedro Almodóvar won Os-
car awards for best foreign 
language film for "All About 
My Mother" (1999) and for 
best original screenplay 
for "Talk To Her" (2002). He 
made his first short in Eng-
lish, "The Human Voice," 
featuring Tilda Swinton, in 
2020.q

Almodóvar pulls out of first English-language feature film

Ti West, Mia Goth dream up a technicolor horror in 'Pearl'

Mia Goth, left, and director Ti West pose for portraits to promote the film "Pearl" during the 79th 
edition of the Venice Film Festival in Venice, Italy, on Sept. 4, 2022.

Associated Press

VENICE, Italy (AP) — Ti West 
had a wild idea.
It was year one of the pan-
demic and his 1970s-set 
slasher "X" was one of the 
few films allowed to go into 
production thanks to the 
low COVID-19 numbers in 
New Zealand. He'd been 
talking to his star Mia Goth 
— who in "X" plays dual 
roles of a young porn star, 
Maxine, and a murderous 
older woman, Pearl — and 
had a thought: What if they 
just made two movies while 
they were there?
The idea isn't an uncom-
mon one for a major fran-
chise based on known in-
tellectual property, but for 
an independent horror that 
hadn't shot a single frame, 
it was bold, to say the least. 
It wouldn't be a sequel ei-
ther, but a prequel about 
Pearl in her youth.
"I'm like, well, they're never 
going to go for THAT," West 
said last week at the Ven-
ice Film Festival. To his im-
mense surprise, however, 
they did.
The result, "Pearl," which 
had its premiere in Venice 
and opens in theaters na-
tionwide on Friday, drops 
in on its title character as 
a teen in 1918. She dreams 
of being in the movies but 
is tethered to her family's 
Texas farm, with her strict, 
German mother and ailing 
father, until she gets a mor-
sel of hope in an upcoming 
audition for a dance com-
pany.
"I just had this interest in 
making, for lack of a bet-

ter term, a children's movie 
that has a more demented 
adult story to it," West said, 
seated beside Goth in a 
cottage at the Albergo 
Quattro Fontane on the 
Lido.
Goth, in a stylish and severe 
black corset ensemble, 
looks worlds away from the 
wide-eyed farmgirl with a 
pitchfork and a dream she 
portrays in "Pearl."
The film is a candy-colored 
ode to technicolor clas-
sics of Hollywood's Golden 
Age, from "The Wizard of 
Oz" to "Singin' in the Rain" 
but with carnage and 
blood. Touchstones ranged 
from Disney cartoons to 
Max Ophuls.
There was a "cheaper" 

version that West was will-
ing to make, which would 
have been shot in black 
and white, paying hom-
age to the films of Ingmar 
Bergman, but A24 had 
just come off of "The Light-
house" and there were a 
few other black and white 
projects floating around, 
and the studio encour-
aged the colorful version.
"There was an interesting 
movie there" he said. "Either 
way, it was going to be a 
rich cinematic pastiche. 
I said, 'I'm just offering a 
cheaper version.' And they 
were like, 'No, no, no. Make 
the better version.'"
Goth even got a co-credit 
as a screenwriter, which 
was a new experience for 

the "Suspiria" and "High Life" 
actor.
"I'd never really considered 
writing scripts of my own," 
Goth said. "I didn't know if 
I would be able to help or 
contribute in any meaning-
ful, worthwhile way."
But she accepted the chal-
lenge. For her writing ses-
sions, Goth would set a 
timer and jot things down 
in a stream of conscious-
ness that she'd then send 
to West to format.
"To me, she was just some-
one who was very ambi-
tious and was likely just at 
the wrong place in the 
wrong time," Goth said. "I 
think had she had better 
opportunities presented to 
her, life would have turned 

out very differently."
Working on the script ul-
timately helped her feel 
more connected to the 
words on the page, which 
came in handy for the big 
finale: An emotional seven-
minute monologue from 
Pearl that West wanted to 
shoot in one take.
"That was our last day of 
shooting," Goth said. "It was 
a lot of pressure because 
I knew that Ti wanted to 
do it in that one take. I 
didn't want to mess up or 
to stumble over my lines. 
And I never went to drama 
school. It's like not studied. 
I didn't have like an ap-
proach to tackling some-
thing like that."
But she needn't have wor-
ried. They did it a few times 
and were finished before 
lunch, which is almost un-
heard of for 12 pages of 
script.
The films have even taken 
on a meta quality, allowing 
them to explore and com-
ment on the way cinema 
affects people.
"There's the sort of ambition 
and the dreamlike quality 
of it and the wonder of it all. 
But what comes with that is 
also sometimes you're the 
person who doesn't get 
the part," West said. "When 
your life and dreams are at-
tached to that, it's heavy, 
you know?"
The world of "X" and "Pearl" 
is expanding too. This week, 
A24 announced that there 
would be a third film, a fi-
nale, called "MaXXXine" set 
in 1985.q



sports A15
Thursday 15 sepTember 2022

Las Vegas Aces forward A'ja Wilson (22) guards Connecticut 
Sun center Brionna Jones (42) during the second half in Game 2 
of a WNBA basketball final playoff series Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2022, 
in Las Vegas. 

Associated Press

By DOUG FEINBERG 
AP Basketball Writer
A'ja Wilson has been the 
face of the Las Vegas Aces 
franchise ever since she 
was picked No. 1 in 2018.
She has lived up to that bill-
ing on and off the court, 
and now she has the team 
one victory away from the 
organization's first WNBA 
championship. Las Vegas 
leads the best-of-five series 
2-0 heading into Game 3 
against the Sun on Thurs-
day night in Connecticut.
"She gets it. She under-
stands leadership," first-year 
Aces coach Becky Ham-
mon said. "I was watching 
like everybody else was 
watching from afar. She's 
got beast skills. She's a 
beast human. She's a good 
one. I'll go to battle with her 
any day."
Wilson has been nearly un-
stoppable this season on 

both ends of the court, win-
ning both the WNBA's MVP 
and Defensive Player of the 
Year awards. It's the second 
MVP award for the 26-year-
old forward, who has raised 
her game to another level 
in the playoffs. She is the first 
player in league history to 
have five straight games of 
20 points and 10 rebounds 
in the WNBA playoffs.
"You can say it's a run but 
she's just done that all 
season," Aces teammate 
Kelsey Plum said. "I felt like 
she's been the most con-
sistent player night in, night 
out offensively and defen-
sively in this league and 
that's why she's MVP. It's tre-
mendous."
It's not just on offense. In 
one sequence in Game 1 
of the Finals, she blocked a 
shot on one end and then 
sprinted down the court 
to convert a layup on the 

side.
"I think like we talk about 
her numbers offensively 
but she's holding it down in 
the paint defensively. Like 
a two-way player through 
and through," Aces guard 
Chelsea Gray said. "Re-
bounding, snatching her 
rebounds, blocking shots, 
having our back when I get 
beat. So like all that, and 
she's doing production on 
the offensive end."
Hammon has been riding 
her young star throughout 
the playoffs. She played 
all but four minutes in the 
semifinal win over Seattle 
that knocked out WNBA 
icon Sue Bird and Breanna 
Stewart. She has played 
296 of the 325 minutes in 
the postseason so far, aver-
aging 21.6 points and 10.8 
rebounds with 24 blocks. 
She's also shooting nearly 
58% from the field.

Beyond the stats, Wilson 
also has been more com-
fortable in a leadership role 
this season. She exhorted 
her teammates in Game 1 
when the Sun were making 
a run. She cussed out Plum 

before Game 2 to get her 
going.
"I have ways that I talk 
to my teammates to get 
them to understand where 
I need to be and where we 
need to be," Wilson said. q

A'ja Wilson has Aces on brink of first WNBA championship

Chargers' Mack not satisfied after productive opener

Los Angeles Chargers linebacker Khalil Mack (52) celebrates defensive tackle Sebastian Joseph-
Day (69) during the second half of an NFL football game against the Las Vegas Raiders in Ingle-
wood, Calif., Sunday, Sept. 11, 2022. 

Associated Press 

By JOE REEDY 
AP Sports Writer
COSTA MESA, Calif. (AP) 
— Khalil Mack hasn't had 
much time to reflect on his 
Los Angeles Chargers de-
but, especially since they 
have a short week before 
facing the Kansas City 
Chiefs on Thursday night.
After putting in a perfor-
mance that most play-
ers would consider a ca-
reer game, Mack was left 
with one impression after 
watching the tape of last 
Sunday's 24-19 victory over 
the Las Vegas Raiders.
Disappointment.
"It wasn't good enough. I 
left a lot of stuff out there 
and I have to get it cor-
rected," Mack said on Tues-
day before the Chargers 
conducted a walkthrough 
session.
Mack was the third player in 
franchise history to record 
three sacks in an opener 
since 1982, joining Shawne 
Merriman and Rodney Har-
rison. He also added six 
tackles, seven QB pressures 
and a stop in the run game 
for a 1-yard loss, the only 
run stuff of the game for the 
Chargers defense.
Mack and Joey Bosa — 
who had a combined 4 1/2 
sacks and 16 QB pressures 

in the opener — are looking 
to create the same type 
of havoc against Patrick 
Mahomes and the Chiefs. 
There were three plays 
against the Raiders where 
both Mack and Bosa were 
able to get into the back-
field at the same time.
"It's great to talk ball on 
the sideline and just com-
municate about what we 
get and what each offen-
sive tackle is giving us. So 

to bounce ideas off each 
other throughout the game 
is good," Mack said.
Defensive coordinator Re-
naldo Hill said Mack's at-
tention to the run game 
was the biggest surprise 
that stood out during train-
ing camp.
"You think of his pass rush. 
But he's talking to Joey 
about setting the tempo in 
the run game, how those 
two will work together," Hill 

said.
Bosa has 2 1/2 sacks in 
six meetings against Ma-
homes, including 1 1/2 last 
year. Mack has faced Ma-
homes only once, a 2019 
meeting in Chicago, but 
did record a sack.
While Mack is in a division 
with Carr, Mahomes and 
Russell Wilson as the quar-
terbacks, any sack is a spe-
cial occasion.
"It's a game we get to play 

and have fun. They're all 
equal. You want to sack 
them all," Mack said. 
"There are not going to be 
too many times you play 
against them."
Brandon Staley split last 
year's games against the 
Chiefs in his first season as 
Chargers coach. Los An-
geles won a 30-24 meeting 
in Week 3 at Arrowhead 
Stadium last season before 
losing 34-28 in overtime in 
Week 15 at home.
With six new starters on de-
fense this season — includ-
ing Mack — Staley feels like 
he has a unit that can hold 
its own against Kansas City 
as the Chargers look for 
their first 2-0 start since 2012.
"You need a team to be 
able to defend an offense 
like this, and certainly a 
player like Patrick. Any time 
you are facing an offense 
that has weapons — run-
ning backs, receivers, tight 
ends — and that has an 
outstanding offensive line, 
you're going to need the 
same thing on defense, 
that same type of formula," 
Staley said. "What Khalil 
does is he gives you that 
chance up front, both in 
the run game and the pass 
rush, to be able to impact 
the game. q
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Kershaw, Dodgers win another NL West title, blank D-backs

Los Angeles Dodgers celebrate in the locker room after a 4-0 
win in a baseball game against the Arizona Diamondbacks in 
Phoenix, Tuesday, Sept. 13, 2022. The Dodgers clinched the Na-
tional League West. 

Associated Press

PHOENIX (AP) — Last year, 
the Los Angeles Dodgers 
went all the way to the 
last day of the regular sea-
son, won a whopping 106 
games, and still lost the NL 
West title to the San Fran-
cisco Giants.
This time, Clayton Kershaw 
and the Dodgers left no 
doubt.
Kershaw pitched seven 
dominant innings and the 
Dodgers won the NL West 
for the ninth time in 10 sea-
sons, blanking the Arizona 
Diamondbacks 4-0 Tues-
day night.
The Dodgers walked from 
the dugout when it was 
over to congratulate each 
other, much like they did 
after most of their wins in 
a runaway season, and 
posed for a team photo on 
the field.

Then, it was back to the 
clubhouse at Chase Field 
for a spirited, spraying cel-
ebration. Clearly, the near-
miss last year, beaten by 
the Giants by a game for 

the division title, was on 
their minds.
"We weren't defending Na-
tional League West cham-
pions. That was first on our 
list," manager Dave Roberts 

said.
"It's something we should 
enjoy and be proud of, and 
get back to work (Wednes-
day), but it's quite the ac-
complishment," he said.
Freddie Freeman, Max 
Muncy and Joey Gallo 
homered as the Dodgers 
boosted the best record in 
the majors to 98-43. They 
lead second-place San Di-
ego by a whopping 20 1/2 
games.
Roberts' team will have 
plenty of time to get set for 
its 10th straight year in the 
postseason. The Dodgers' 
first playoff game is almost 
a month away, on Oct. 11.
A crowd of 21,143, most-
ly clad in Dodger blue, 
watched the clincher. It's 
the Dodgers' 20th NL West 
crown since the majors split 
into divisions in 1969.

Kershaw (8-3) was sharp 
throughout, allowing just 
two singles and one walk 
while striking out five. He 
threw just 82 pitches, 55 for 
strikes. He lowered his sea-
son ERA to 2.44.
Kershaw missed three 
weeks with a back is-
sue that has plagued him 
through the second half 
of his decorated career. 
Since then, he has started 
three times, allowing just 
three runs in 18 innings with 
19 strikeouts.
"That three-week kind of hi-
atus gave him a chance to 
reset, and just to know that 
even tonight, there was 
some more in there. He'll 
make three or four more 
starts and be ready for the 
postseason," Roberts said.
Caleb Ferguson and Craig 
Kimbrel finished the com-
bined three-hit shutout.
Gallo's home run, his 17th, 
cleared the center-field 
wall and gave the Dodgers 
a 2-0 lead in the second. 
The homer was measured 
at 438 feet. Muncy led off 
the inning with a single off 
Merrill Kelly — literally— as it 
bounced off the pitcher to 
the vacated left side of the 
infield.
Freeman led off the third in-
ning with his 20th homer, a 
442-foot drive to right-cen-
ter into the swimming pool 
area.
Last year, the Dodgers beat 
the Giants in the NL Division 
Series, but lost to Freeman 
and the eventual cham-
pion Atlanta Braves in the 
NLCS.
Freeman saw how much 
more difficult it was for his 
current teammates to win 
with very little rest last Oc-
tober. He's played in every 
game this year and refused 
to consider clinching too 
early as a problem.
"There is no downside," 
Freeman said. "You come 
to the yard and expect to 
win every single day. If you 
don't have that expecta-
tion, I don't know what 
you're doing as a profes-
sional athlete."
Mookie Betts agreed.
"You just keep playing," the 
All-Star right fielder said. "It's 
not like we're going to start 
throwing away at-bats or 
pitches. We just continue to 
play the same game."q


